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BACKGROUND 
             
The Nagorno-Karabakh is an international and territorial conflict between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. In1920s the Nagorno Karabakh autonomous Region was established by Soviet 
government. In 1988 Nagorno Karabakh legislature passed a resolution to join Armenia 
despite the fact that the region was legally Azerbaijan’s territory. After the collapse of Soviet 
Union war begin between Azerbaijan and Armenia with massive casualties. Armenia 
controlled Nagorno Karabakh and occupied 20% of its surrounding territory of Azerbaijan by 
1993. 
 
 
IMPLICATIONS 

Basically, it was a frozen conflict for more than a decade. Referendum in December 
2006 declared by Azerbaijan a new constitution was seen which reflected a positive effect. 
 

In the time period of Nov 2009 progress was slow and then gradually finished, serious 
violation of cease-fire was occurred. 
 

Organization for security and co-operation in Europe (OSCE) and its sub division 
Minsk group did efforts to resolve the issue permanently through negotiations and mediation 
but it failed to achieve its targets. 

 
Minsk group organized the Summit between both the countries, they successful 

negotiated cease-fire but territorial issue was remained unresolved. 
            

Although foreign minister of Russia and Iran met Azerbaijan’s officials in Baku to 
discuss the conflict in disputed areas. 
            

It was claimed by Azerbaijan that chemical gases were used by Armenian forces in 
clash of Nagorno Karabakh region. Azerbaijan asked for an investigation to the organization 
for security and co-operation. 
            

Leaders of Armenia and Azerbaijan met foreign diplomats in Vienna, agreed on 
cease-fire. Each country reported their military loss.  
         

Russian leaders and presidents from both Armenia and Azerbaijan met again but this 
time in St. Petersburg to discuss the settlement in Nagorno Karabakh, later a joint agreement 
was made to increase number of OSCE’s monitors along the line of contact and a mutual 
readiness to engage in a peace process.   
            

In Geneva a peace talk was held again between the presidents of both countries to 
reduce tensions. Principles of self-determination and territorial integrity were supported by 
both countries. 
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Four resolutions were adopted by UN Security Council and ordered Armenia to 
withdraw their armed forces from Nagorno Karabakh region. They took actions for the 
betterment of region like economic ties, transport of infra-structure and energetic power lines 
and lastly the return of refugees but these resolutions were remained unsuccessful. 
           

Due to increase in economy of Azerbaijan by 2000-2015 country established great 
relations with other states and with European Union known as Southern gas corridor. Due to 
Azerbaijan’s policy Armenia’s economy was badly affected, faced migration issue of people 
and refused to return the occupied territories to Azerbaijan, their GDP was four times smaller 
than Azerbaijan. 
           

Military assets have raised by Azerbaijan with the help of Israel, signed an agreement 
on military co-operation with Turkey. Azerbaijan re-claimed its territories from Armenia 
after ceasefire; many soldiers were died of both countries due to the violation of cease-fire by 
2016. Minsk group in Geneva again started a series of talks in October 2017 to resolve the 
conflict between both the countries through mediation. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
               

“If you want to bring an end to long-standing conflict, you have to be prepared 
to compromise” By Aung San Suu Kyi  
             
 It is a fact that conflict between both stats plays a negative role and economy got badly 
affected of both states. 
           

UN has taken strategic steps to resolve the conflict or shortly decrease the level of 
violence. UN has also taken steps on human rights violation. It is also seen that the Armenia 
and Azerbaijan military could destabilized the South Caucasus. 
          

Azerbaijan emerges as a newly economic power yet Armenia is still working on its 
economic issues. 
        

Nagorno Karabakh conflict does not seems to end that’s why it is better to manage a 
conflict rather than resolving a conflict. It is better to utilizes the resources to manage the 
conflict for regions development and prosperity. As Ronald Reagan said, 
 

“Peace is not absence of conflict, it is the ability to handle conflict by peaceful means” 
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